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Objective 

Students will: 

- review the definition of natural resources and identify examples  in the US  

- analyze the effect of natural resources in developing nations and their role in the studentsõ partner country 

- discuss and learn what it means to partake in òecotourismó 

- review and analyze the effects of tourism on economic growth in developing countries 
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Introduction: What is a Natural Resource? Quick Review 

Use the handout on page 6 to review natural resources. Give the students one to two minutes to find and label each natural resource. Use 
the following information as a discussion/review guide.  

* You may need to darken the printer setting when copying the handout; some of the pictures are lighter and do not print well in black 
and white. 

Handout guide:  

Each resource should be labeled by name:  

Resources: Sun, rain, trees/timber, air, wildlife (fish, zebra, giraffe), crops/soil, water (lake), plants 

Renewables (indicated by òRó): Sun, rain and lake water, wildlife, plants and trees, crops and soil, rubber (tires) 

Nonrenewables (indicated by òNó): Gold (in the ring the girl wears), diamond (also in the ring) 

Resources that require other natural resources in the picture (indicated by òR+ó): Automobile (uses oil (N), rubber (R), 
minerals and metals (N), and drive on roads made of stone, sand, and gravel (N)); Cell phone (uses electricity (R or N), 
made of bromine (N), Copper (N), Iron (N), and many other nonrenewables)) 
 

The following discussion questions and Activity 1 accompany the worksheet on page 7. After handing out the worksheet, allow students 
time to answer either on their own or in groups. You may choose to allow them to use the internet to answer the questions. Once theyõve 
had enough time to answer, go over the correct responses as a group.  

1. Definition:  A material source of wealth, such as timber, fresh water, or a mineral deposit, that occurs in a natural state 
 and has economic value.  

 A natural resource is any property of the physical environment, such as minerals or natural vegetation, which humans can use to 
 satisfy their needs.  

Page 1 

AE 1.2, 1.2, 1.11, 1.12, 1.16, 2.16, 2.17, 2.19, 5.1, 5.2, ,5.3, 5.5, 6.2 

Academic Expectations Fulfilled  

Sustainability, Natural Resources, Infrastructure, Cultural Diversity, Ecotourism, Displacement 

Key Terms for Review Prior to Lesson  
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Introduction:  What is a Natural Resource? (cont.) 

2. What is the difference between renewable and non-renewable resources?  

Renewable Resources - Renewable resources are the ones which can be replenished or reproduced easily. Some of them, like 
sunlight, air, wind, etc., are continuously available and their quantity is not affected by human consumption. Many renewable 
resources can be depleted by human use, but may also be replenished, thus maintaining a flow. Some of these, like agricultural 
crops, take a short time for renewal; others, like water, take a comparatively longer time, while still others, like forests, take even 
longer. Renewable resources also include energy from water, wind, the sun, geothermal sources, and biomass sources such as 
energy crops.  
 

Non-renewable Resources - Non-renewable resources are formed over very long geological periods. Minerals and fossils are 
included in this category. Since their rate of formation is extremely slow, they cannot be replenished once they get depleted. Out 
of these, the metallic minerals can be re-used by recycling them. Coal and petroleum cannot be recycled. 

Both renewable and non-renewable energy sources are used to generate electricity, power vehicles, and provide heating, cooling, 
and light.  

3. What are some of our natural resources in the US?  

 Some of our natural resources include coal, copper, lead, phosphates, uranium, gold, iron, mercury, nickel, silver, tungsten,      
 petroleum, natural gas, and timber.  

4. For countries that generate significant amounts of income through tourism, what can be considered 
some of their natural resources?  

 Whatever attracts tourists and is naturally occurring can be considered a natural resource. If visitors come to see a wildlife 
 park, the wildlife is the natural resource; if they come to fish along the African coast, the ocean life is the natural resource. 
 Beaches, rainforests, and lakes can also be natural resources.  

Additional Resources: 

For more information on cell phones and the natural resources required to make them, visit: http://www.secret-life.org/
cellphones/cell_environment.php. 

Activity 1: The Tourism Resource 

Instruct students to answer these questions on the bottom half of page 2 of the worksheets.  

What is ecotourism? 

According to The International Ecotourism Society (TIES):           
Ecotourism is about uniting conservation, communities, and sustainable travel. This means that those who implement and   par-
ticipate in ecotourism activities should follow the following ecotourism principles:                

¶Minimize impact.  

¶Build environmental and cultural awareness and respect.  

¶Provide positive experiences for both visitors and hosts.  

¶Provide direct financial benefits and empowerment for local people.  

http://www.answers.com/topic/renewable-resource
http://www.answers.com/topic/non-renewable-resources
http://www.answers.com/topic/geologic-timescale-table
http://www.answers.com/topic/resource-depletion
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Activity 1: The Tourism Resource (cont.) 

¶Raise sensitivity to host countriesõ political, environmental, and social climate.  

Notes for Discussion: 
 Also according to TIES,  
 - Tourism is a principle òexportó (foreign exchange earner) for 83% of developing countries, and the leading export for 1/3 of 
 poorest countries. 
 - For the worldõs 40 poorest countries, tourism is the second most important source of foreign exchange, after oil.  
  

According to the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS), a lush rainforest may generate more income [as a tourist attraction] than 
its logged wood and nutrient poor soil. Wild animals can be worth more alive in their habitats than dead at the market. Natural 
resources and wildlife are often sold as commodities in local, global, and illegal trades. But local communities can benefit from 
alternativeñmore sustainableñrevenue streams that encourage and promote their areaõs ecological integrity. Carefully managed 
ecotourism does just that.  
 

Plan a trip!  
For homework, ask your students to plan an òeco-vacationó  to a developing nation while practicing TIESõ ecotourism    principles. Some 
examples may include taking a hike in rainforests (while being sure not to leave any trash), learning the culture of your host country before 
you go so as not to insult anyone, donating to wildlife conservation projects while you are there, and sharing what you learned while you 
were there with others when you return home.  

Activity 2:  Whatõs Happening in Your Partner Country? 

As a class, research the natural resources in your partner country (include tourism resources if appropriate). Put the students into groups 
and assign each group with one of these resources. Each group should research their natural resource and create a presentation that answers 
the following questions:  

¶ How does your natural resource benefit your partner country?  

¶ How much revenue does your resource generate? Through what kinds of products?  

¶ Is your resource consumed within your country, or mostly outside?  

¶ How many citizens are affected by the natural resource? Is it controlled by the government or a private entity? 

¶ How would your country be affected if the resource ceased to exist?  

According to the US Department of State website:  

Natural Resources in the following countries are:  

Cameroon: Oil, timber, hydroelectric power, natural gas, cobalt, nickel, iron ore, uranium 

Ecuador: Petroleum, fish, shrimp, timber, gold, copper  

Ghana: Gold, oil, timber, diamonds, bauxite, manganese, fish  

Nigeria: Oil and natural gas (37% of 2006 GDP), tin, columbite, iron ore, coal, limestone, lead, zinc  

Morocco: Phosphates, fish, manganese, lead, silver, and copper 

Philippines:  Copper, nickel, iron, cobalt, silver, gold  
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Activity 3: Tourism and Development Case Studies 

Pass out the handouts on pages 6 and 7. Have the students read the case studies then answer the comprehension questions. Take time be-
tween the two to discuss what the students read to be sure they understand the content.  

Case Study 1: Travel & Tourism: Unity through Diversity in the Age of Globalization  

This article was taken from the United Nationsõ World Tourism Organization. It highlights the reasons why tourism is an economic    
advantage for developing nations.  

Comprehension Questions:   

1. According to this article, how should tourism revenue be used? 

The UNWTO states that òbenefits from international tourismó should be òmaximized through tourism related investment for local commu-
nitiesó and òreinvested into fostering decent work and widening sustainable development efforts.ó In other words, tourism income should be 
reinvested into the host communities, allowing for jobs and sustainable development.  

2. How will infrastructure help the tourism industry? How will it affect other sectors? (i.e. markets/farming) 

Infrastructure development will allow for safer, more reliable transportation for tourists. Visitors will be able to see and do more with reli-
able roadways and communication lines. Additionally, large businesses will benefit from developed infrastructure, allowing for more com-
munication and transport of goods and services. Ideally, this would bring more revenue into the country. 

3. What does the UNWTO mean by òunity in diversity?ó Based on this, what can we infer òPan-Africanismó means?  

The UNTWO hopes that nations and regions will come together with pride for their differences, recognizing that visitors are interested in 
their unique ways of life. If they work together to make regions more available for reliable travel, all involved will benefit. òPan-
Africanismó refers to this joining of different African cultures and nationalities and uniting as Africans.  

4. How can tourism help as an educating force? 

As people visit new nations, the world becomes a bit smaller. They become educated on what life is like in other countries, and will likely 
spread what they have learned upon their return home. Prejudices, stereotypes, and other ignorant judgments are eliminated once someone 
is able to experience a culture first hand.   

Case Study 2: Interview Excerpt Spoken by Tim Forsythe 

This excerpt is from the 4th Session of the Sustainable Tourism Seminar, copyrighted by the London School of Economics and Political 
Science. Find the full seminar online at http://www.fathom.com/course/21701788/index.html.  

1. How would a decline in tourism affect a community?  

Once a community has been built to serve a large amount of tourists, it functions based on tourism. If a sharp decline occurs, buildings 
may be left abandoned and jobs will be lost. If there is little other work, people will move out, leaving a òghost town.ó 

2. What does òstaged authenticityó mean? 

According to the interview, when anthropologists use the term, they are referring to communities that are set up for tourists to view their 
òunique lifestyles.ó Because they are in fact not in their natural state, what the tourists view is òstaged authenticity.ó 

3. How would a community be affected if they had to move in order for a park to be built? Consider their food source,     
other supplies, and daily lifestyle. 

When full communities are forced to leave an area, they are left to find new ways of life. This can include new water sources, styles of 
homes, and food sources. It can be like building a new community lifestyle completely from scratch. 
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Activity 5: Tourism and Development Worksheet (Teacher Reference) 

After reviewing both case studies, pass out the worksheet on page 9 for students to complete. You may choose to assign the open response 
question for homework. 

1. To what kind of tourism do each of the articles refer?  

These articles refer to international tourismñvisitors coming from other countries to experience the unique landscape and cultures of-
fered by foreign countries. 

2. What is the main idea in the  Travel & Tourism: Unity through Diversity in the Age of Globalization article?  

The UNWTO seeks to encourage tourism as a reliable source of income for a developing country (sustainable development). It encourages 
these countries to mold their tourism industry to better accommodate tourists, then use the income to build the nationõs infrastructure and 
create jobs.  

3. What does the interview with Tim Forsythe of the London School of Economics and Political Science explain about 
tourism? 

Tim Forsythe seeks to educate people about the dangers of relying on solely tourism for economic development. He explains how a countryõs 
unique cultural heritage is at stake and how many of its citizens often suffer throughout the process.  

4. What is cultural diversity? How does tourism relate? Try to consider positive, negative, and neutral ways that tourism 
relates.  

Cultural diversity is the contrast between unique cultures. International tourists seek to encounter cultural diversity; they want to see and 
experience something that is completely different than their own lifestyle. This can be positive when prejudices and stereotypes are elimi-
nated, and it can be negative when one is disrespectful of the host countryõs culture.  

Open Response 

Do you think tourism is more harmful or helpful to developing countries? Why or why not? 

Consider the following: 

- the value of cultural diversity  

- tourism as an òeducating forceó 

- the financial gains a country can experience from tourism (including jobs) 

Allow the students to consider whether or not they think tourism is more harmful or helpful to a developing nation. Instruct them to use the 
articles on the handouts (or other resources) in their argument.  
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Homework: Plan a trip!  

Think about what ecotourism means. How does it help developing nations?  

Plan an environmentally friendly trip to a developing nation.  

         Where will you go?  

                           What will you see?  

               How will you make sure you are an òecotourist?ó  

   How will your decisions affect the community you    
   are visiting?  

Worksheet:  What is a Natural Resource? 

1. What is a natural resource?  

 

2. What is the difference between renewable and non-renewable resources? Describe each with examples.  

     Renewable Resources:  

 

 

     Non-renewable Resources:  

 

 

3. What are some natural resources in the US?  

 

 

 

4. For countries that generate significant amounts of income through tourism, what can be considered some of their natural 
resources?  

 

 

 

5. What is ecotourism?  

 
The International Ecotourism Societyõs 
Principles:  

¶ Minimize impact.  

¶ Build environmental and cultural 
awareness and respect.  

¶ Provide positive experiences for both 
visitors and hosts.  

¶ Provide direct financial benefits and 
empowerment for local people.  

¶ Raise sensitivity to host countriesõ 
political, environmental, and social 
climate.  

Ecotourism is about uniting conservation,  
communities, and sustainable travel.  

To learn more, please visit www.ecotourism.org. 


