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Objective
This |l esson wil/l i ncrease studentsd awareness| of

- how art expresses cultural values and social conditions

-t he relationship between art -pal $hec®B8munihtey sy
ties and differences in the artwork

Academic Expectations Fulfilled
1.2,1.3,1.11, 1.13, 2.16, 2.17, 2.19, 2.20, 2.22, 2.23, 2.25, 2.26, 4.5, 6.3

Note for the Teacher

This unit is based upon exchanging art-patis.yibeopenunication is slower than expected or younstuaténts do n
work from theirgads, the students/teacher may decide to look up artwork online to compare. If youcesuld like
please contact the Books as Bridges lGduaiméiopkprojecvermay have a book with cultural artwork at the Inte
tional Book Project to lend.

You may decide to notify your Books as Bridges overseas partner of your lesson goals andsmggast that the)
This will help both classrooms gain the most from the experience.

Use the worksheet on page 4 to help students developaddtienuglibeirthedesson. The worksheestudléhedp t
see how aspects of art encompass characteristics of their community.

Introduction: What Does Art Mean to Me?

Pass out enough paper for every student to havel Omeishtsst . ahakask the students to draw anythRedrdiey choc
from discussing art of encouraging the students to draw something they love. Afterwards, abletlaadtudents tc
explain why.

Suggested discussion questions:

Why did you choose to draw this picture?
How is what you drew important to you?
Did you draw somethinglikeor dislike

Look around at your c¢classmatesd drawings and
themes?

What do you think your-pafs would draw? Do you think yoafsewould draw the same things? Why or
why not?

The purpose of this activity is to show how art caekgression, dfesélhappy or sad. Point out teampémple crea
many different reasons, just like the many different reasons for the artwork shown during this activity!
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Activity 1: Using Art to DepictYour Life

As a group, create two drawings: one of your school from the outside and one of somewhere inside (your cla
library, etc.) Be sure to include things you use and like in the drawings, such as the following:

Landscaping outside
Playground equipment outside
Lighting inside
Book shelves, computers, desks, and other permanent educational fixtures
Take a moment to learn about developing countries! Use this opportunity and the questionspegfmisto learn a
What are the studentsd favorite things about s«
Where do the books and desks come from? Who takes care of the school?
Are there any security cameras/locks to keep your school safe?

Use this opportunity to discuss school spotantdt2geb
OWhere does the money that pays for our stidsool a
funding for schools and public buildings is very limited. Many students in developing countridgmtaraot have a
often found in American schools.

Send this picture to yqalpand ask that they send one of their school!

Use the following discussion questions to help students understand why certain medias atleeappdoipreatie Allo
responses on the worksheet on page 4.

How do the circumstances of oneds | ife affect t h

T What do we use to make art? Do you ever use something that may not normally be used for artwork, suc
for stamping or flour and newspaper for paper mache?

T While resources in developing countries may be limited, creativity and ingenuity allows for artists to creat
are truly unique from the rest of the world.

1 Use the internet to gather unique pieces of art to show the class. Ask the students to writdketbein what ea
work, then discuss how they may have acquired the materials.

Resources:
www.africanart.com

Activity 2: Create an African Art Picture Book!

Instruct the students to create their own Africa Picture Books. They can draw images, use mcagegime pictures
books, or use the Internet as a resource. Encourage them to use pictures that focus on thiséfticansstoand cL
books from your library to show as examples. You riag WanetdunetudeSpider: West African Rojklalgse
Cooper Arkhurst & Jerry Ratlamdyto Zulu: African Tradibgridargaret Musgrove, Leo Dillon and DidrenBillon, ot
ing the Rain to Kapiti Plain: A NandiyNdkrna Aardema and Beatriz Vidal. The following websites also offer pic
for students tohtigel/pbskids.org/africa/myworld/index.html, http:/library.thinkquest.org/16645/gallery/
sievers_gallery.html, http://library.thinkquest.org/16645/safari/index.html, http://library.thinkquest.org/16645/
the_people/arts_and_crafts.shtml.

Page Books as Bridgesues of the Developing World Curric2009/2010



Books as Bridg

Books as Bridses

Activity 3: Cave Art
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hink back to the discussi ondmtaDrar t i

Sargent, a history professor at the University of Maine Farmington, cave paintings in Africa dstie drackds far .

the Sahara Desert. (View his webpage and more information at
http://faculty.umf.maine.edu/~walters/web%20103/unit%201%2001d%20w

View the rock art on the handout (page 8). As a class, discuss the images

they were used.

What can we learn from the artist and the people in their community thrq

imagedDiscuss the media u

other lifestyle clues in the images.

How do these images help

document significant findings about the weather, environment, existing §
fascinating facts. Interesting cultural differences and traditions can be exg

artifacts as well.

sed, clothing worn, background (plants, wea

usBgdeaPning about life in the past, scientist{: . <

Tassili massif of Central Sah
www.elvincountry.com/tagstéstrs

ara.

ATLANTIC OCEAN

This map is provided by the Trus
African Rock Art and depicts reg
in Africa where rock art sites exi
more information and to view thg
interactive version of this map, V|
http://lwww.africanrockart.org/rog
frica/countries.html.

Find this and more information found on the Trust for African Rock Art websit
Information on Tassili n'Ajjer (rock art site in Algeria)

Located in a strange lunar landscape of great geological interest, this
the most important groupings of prehistoric cave art in the world. More
drawings and engravings record the climatic changes, the animal migt
evolution of human life on the edge of the Sahara from 6000 BC to the
of the present era. The geological formations are of outstanding sceni
eroded sandstones forming ‘forests of rock'.

site ha:
than 1
ations
> first c
C intere

http://lwww.africanrockart.org/rockafrica/countries.html.

i f3ctivity 3.5: Creating Cave Art

i?@é’grate your own petroglyph!
[ For this activity, each student will need one piece of coarse sandpaper (appr

signd several crayons. View the pictures of rock art on the Trust for African Ro
kaJsing these images and those on the handout as a guide, instruct the studer
own rock art using the crayons on the sandpaper.

Pagea

Instructions for creating rock art:

1. Compare the images seen on the Trust for African Rock Art website and t

on your handout. Notice that the drawings are very basic and are in neutr
ors. Keep this in mind as you create your own.

Press the crayons hard onto the paper.
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Activity 4: Art as a Common Language

1. Instruct the students to write a letterpalthegipgionly pictures. Pass the worksdets on p

the students to use as a guide. ~{[]

Describe your day! Be sure to include getting ready in the morning, going to sched|} you
do after school, and what you do with your family and friends in the evenings.

Describe your family and friends.

penpals to write back to you using only pictures!

2. Allow the students to research holiday decorations in your partner-palsimnya( tettesk) tHew maesvtrk
express feelings of celebration? What colors are used? Are there any masks, costumes, opetsisiaren
help the people express their feelings? Ask the students to draw art connected with holidaysethan
(page 6).

handmade crafts to sell at local markets.
- Do people do anything like that where you live?

4. Create a class painting to sendpalgaurhzery in your school. Allow everyone in the room to@xgitess
what they love on the piece!

Even though two people may speak different languages, art can be a common language between the

S usec
celebr

3. Some people create art while they work! People in developing countries often work creatidigebeautiful tape

heir fe
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A Letter for My Pen-Pal

Dear

We are learning about art today! | would like to share some artwork with you and
learn more about art in !

What we use to make art: A picture of some of the tools used to create art:

Questions | have about art where you live:

My favorite things to draw: One of my favorite things to draw:

|l canét wait to hear back from you!
Sincerely,
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Draw your day!

In the morning, | ... On the way to school, I ...
At school, | ... After school, | @&
For dinner, | usually ... Before bed, I ...
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My family and friends...

Art | see during the holidays...
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Worksheet: Rock Art
Why do you think this picture was drawn?

What can we learn from it?

e

http://www.corbisimages.com/Enlargement/Enlargement.aspx?id=IH0499

928&ext=1

Why do you think this picture was drawn?

What can we learn from it?

L F'j‘ﬁt* : (52% < HRIPEY)
http://www.ancientdigger.com/2009_06_01_archive.html

Create your own rock art!

Instructions for creating rock art:

1. Compare the images seen on the Trust for African Rock Art website and those on this han
that the drawings are very basic and are in neutral colors. Keep this in mind as you create

2. Press the crayons hard onto the paper.
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